
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Transportation Fellowship

Local Competition @ University of New Mexico (2022)

Application deadline:

Wednesday, August 31@ 5:00 p.m.



What is the Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Transportation Fellowship Program?



Dwight D. Eisenhower Transportation 
Fellowship Program (DDETFP)

 Provides funding for students pursuing degrees in transportation-related 
disciplines and conducting transportation-related research

 Program objectives:
 Attract nation's brightest minds to transportation
 Enhance careers of transportation professionals by encouraging them to seek advanced 

degrees
 Retain top talent in the United States transportation industry

 National competition:
 Awards highly competitive grants to master and doctoral students only
 The deadline for applying has already passed

 Local competition @ UNM:
 Awards competitive grants to undergraduates (juniors, seniors) as well as master and 

doctoral students
 The deadline to apply is Wednesday, August 31, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.  (See 

https://ltap.unm.edu/funding/index.html for details)

https://ltap.unm.edu/funding/index.html




Award Amounts

 Funding is based on availability

 Fellowship award amounts will be based on rankings from 
the Local Selection Panel @ UNM
 The Local Selection Panel includes a mix of UNM faculty and non-

academic transportation professionals 

 Award amounts range from $1,500 to $10,000 per academic 
year

 The first $1,500 of each award covers the costs of attending 
the Annual Meeting of the Transportation Research Board in 
Washington D.C. in January 2023

 Any remaining award amounts can over stipend, tuition, 
fees, or any combination of the three



TRB Annual Meeting includes a DDETFP 
“Research Showcase”



Eligibility Requirements
 Graduate students and full-time undergraduates with junior or senior 

standing may apply
 All applicants (undergraduate and graduate) must:

 Have at least one full academic year remaining in program of study
 Be enrolled full-time for the entire academic year
 Be pursuing a degree in a transportation-related discipline
 Conduct ongoing research on a transportation-related topic
 Plan to enter the transportation profession after completing school

 Graduate applicants must:
 Possess baccalaureate degree from, or be a confirmed graduating 

undergraduate senior at, an Institution of Higher Education (IHE) this is: (1) 
accredited by a federally-recognized accrediting agency and (2) located 
within the U.S. or its territories

 Demonstrate confirmation of acceptance in an advanced degree program

 Please note that students can only receive a DDETFP Local Competition Fellowship for a maximum of 
two consecutive years from the same IHE



Can foreign students apply?

Yes, but…
 If you are not a U.S. citizen, you must provide a valid copy of your:

 Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) Form I-20 (issued by UNM), or
 Form I-20 “Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Status,” or
 Form I-551 “Permanent Resident Card” issued by the U.S. Citizenship & Immigration 

Service (USCIS)

 If you are a graduate student:

 You must have bachelor’s degree from an Institution of Higher Education (IHE) that is 
accredited by a federally-recognized accrediting agency.

 Your IHE must be located (physically and administratively) within United States or its 
territories.



Program Requirements

 All fellowship recipients must:
1. Attend the Annual Meeting of the Transportation Research Board (TRB) in 

Washington, D.C. (January 8 -12, 2023)
2. Prepare a thesis/dissertation or research paper on a transportation-related topic

 Your faculty advisor must approve your topic

3. Give a presentation on the research project either at UNM, at the TRB Annual 
Meeting, or both

4. Deliver a “Final Student Report” (i.e., your thesis/dissertation or research paper) 
to the Campus Program Manager for the DDETFP Local Competition @ UNM

 Please note that all DDETFP award recipients must provide a Final Student Report, even if the level 
of funding received is sufficient only to cover the cost of attending the TRB Annual Meeting.

http://www.trb.org/AnnualMeeting/AnnualMeeting.aspx


Allowable Research Topics

Your research can address:
 Any transportation mode

 Examples:  buses, cars, pedestrians, bicycles, air freight, trucks, light rail, ships, etc.

OR

 Any topic related to transportation in a meaningful way
 Examples: uses of transportation corridors as wildlife habitat, impacts of 

transportation decision-making on equity, traveler safety, vehicle energy use, 
transportation funding, sidewalk accessibility, etc.



Student Application Package

 Student File Information Sheet
 SF 424 Individual 
 Narratives

 Personal Statement 
Research Plan/Plan of Study and Impact Statement 

 Official Transcripts
 Resume
 Two letters of recommendation (one from your Advisor)

All application materials are available at:  http://ltap.unm.edu/funding/

http://ltap.unm.edu/funding/


Student File Information Sheet



Form SF-424

We’ll fill in as much as possible for you
 Check our website for updated versions

 In the meantime, use these input values:
 Date received:  August 31, 2022

 Project start date:  October 1, 2022

 Project end date:  August 1, 2023



SF-424 Individual



Personal Statement

 Your Personal Statement should include:
 Relevant information about your background, your educational and professional 

development plans, and your career goals

 It should describe how your education will prepare you for a career in 
transportation

 Limit = 8000 characters (including both words and spaces)



Research Plan & Impact Statement

 Your Research Plan & Impact Statement should summarize:
 Both your plan of study and your research plan

 You should describe how your research will:
 Impact and enhance the field of transportation

 Contribute to an understanding of transportation

 Provide societal benefits

 Remember, your proposed research must be conducted in one of the 
approved transportation-related academic disciplines

 Limit = 8000 characters (including both words and spaces)



Evaluation Criteria for Ranking 
Student Applications

1. Academic record
2. Proposed research plan/plan of study and impact 

statement
3. Potential for outstanding career in transportation
4. Recommendations
5. Academic and personal achievement



The Evaluation Process – Ranking Criteria
Scoring of applications will involve distributing 100 points across five merit-based evaluation criteria. The weighting of 
each criterion reflects an emphasis on selecting our highest achieving students who have proposed the most 
impactful research projects and have demonstrated an interest in pursuing a career in the transportation field.

Academic record (30 points)
How successfully has the applicant completed coursework to date?  How well has the applicant performed in the past year?  How
well has the applicant performed in any transportation related courses that may have been completed? What is the applicant’s 
overall grade point average?

Proposed research / study plan and impact statement (30 points)
Will the applicant’s proposed research be conducted in one of the approved transportation-related academic disciplines?  (See list.)  
Has the applicant successfully demonstrated how the proposed plan of study and research plan will impact and enhance the field of 
transportation, contribute to an understanding of transportation, and/or provide societal benefits? How significant is the proposed 
research project in terms of intellectual merit, potential impacts on the transportation field and benefits to society? 

Potential for outstanding career in transportation (20 points)
How successfully do the applicant’s personal statement and resume demonstrate potential for an outstanding career in 
transportation?  Has the applicant clearly summarized long-range professional goals in transportation?  Does the applicant have any 
notable research or work experience in transportation or in some other field that might contribute directly to success in the
transportation field?

Recommendations (10 points)
What is the caliber of the recommendation provided by each reference? Are the individuals who have recommended the applicant 
sufficiently qualified and experienced to assess the applicant’s capacity to successfully complete the proposed research / study?

Academic and personal achievement (10 points)
To what extent has the applicant demonstrated leadership, outstanding character, or significant personal accomplishments in an 
academic or other setting? Evidence of academic and personal achievement may include but is not limited to: participation in 
campus and community service organizations or events; leadership roles in student sections of professional societies; receipt of merit-
based scholarships, assistantships and other awards; and scholarly publications and creative works.



Questions?

Presented by:
Claude Morelli, AICP, PTP, UNM Dept. of Civil, Construction & Environmental Engineering
Email:  morellic@unm.edu

For more information, please visit http://ltap.unm.edu/funding/

mailto:morellic@unm.edu
http://ltap.unm.edu/funding/
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